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H 4691. 2

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2556

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmittee on Crimnal Justice & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Representatives OBrien, Kagi, Carrell, Upthegrove,
M | oscia, Lovick and Moeller)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to studying crimnal background check processes;
creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that crimnal history
record information background checks for enploynent purposes are
rapidly increasing in Washi ngton state. While the demand for crim nal
hi story record information background checks is growi ng, the existing
crimnal history record information background check data transm ssion
infrastructure and processes are not adequate to keep pace with the
grow ng demand. Furthernore, enployers are concerned with the current
systems ability to quickly secure results. Wt hout adequate data
transm ssion infrastructure and processes to encourage efficient
crimnal history record information background checks and to receive
results quickly, a public safety risk is created. This is especially
true when new or prospective enployees will be working with children.

The legislature has learned that sonme states have recently
devel oped conprehensive crimnal history record information background
check progranms. These prograns focus on making crimnal history record
informati on background checks easily accessible to enployers and
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prospective enpl oyees and have elimnated | ong response tines. It is
the intent of this act to study advances with crimnal history record
i nformati on background check prograns in other states and determ ne
what is needed to inplenment simlar prograns in Washi ngton state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) In consultation with the Wshington
State Patrol and enployers and nonprofit corporations who request
background information on enployees or volunteers, the WAshington
association of sheriffs and police chiefs shall conduct a study on
crimnal history record information background checks. The study shal
focus on how Washi ngton state can reduce delays in the crimnal history
record information background check processing tine and how Washi ngt on
state can make crimnal history record information background checks
nore accessible and efficient.

(2) The study shall include, but is not limted to:

(a) A review and analysis of the <crimnal history record
i nformati on background check prograns in states that have recently
i npl enented or are soon to inplenent conprehensive crimnal history
record information background check prograns.

(b) Recomrendati ons on how a conprehensive crimnal history record
i nformati on background check program shoul d be designed i n WAashi ngton
state, and how nuch a conprehensive programwould cost to inplenent in
Washi ngt on state.

(c) A review of how a conprehensive crimnal history record
i nformati on background check program could be paid for in Wshington
state, which includes a determ nati on on whether the program could be
funded solely by user fees.

(d) A review of the benefits and obstacles of inplenenting a
crimnal history record information background check program created by
the national child protection act of 1993. The national child
protection act of 1993 increases the availability of crimnal history
record information background checks for enployers who have enpl oyees
or volunteers who work with children, elderly persons, or persons with
di sabilities.

(e) A review of the feasibility of requiring all businesses and
organi zations, including nonprofit entities, to conduct crimnal
background checks for all enployees, contractors, agents, and
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volunteers who have regularly schedul ed supervised or unsupervised
access to children, developnentally disabled persons, or vulnerable
adul t s.

(f) Upon conpletion of the review in (d) of this subsection,
recommendati ons on how Washington state can make crimnal history
record information background checks, as authorized under the national
child protection act of 1993, available to Washi ngton state enpl oyers.

(3) The findings and recomendations from the study shall be
presented to the legislature no | ater than Decenber 31, 2004.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires Decenber 31, 2004.

~-- END ---
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